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veloping their civilization. He is usually represented
with a spear and a polished shield, and is often shown
with a golden ear hanging from his hair and with
several small golden tongues surrounding it, the
whole being symbolical of the god's status of Claim-
er of Prayer,
Numerous human sacrifices were made to this god,
during ceremonials, one of which was the Toxcatl
held on the fifth month of each year. At this time a
physically perfect youth, who had long been prepared
for the rite, was sacrificed. The victim, selected from
among the prisoners destined for sacrifice, assumed
the name, garments and all the attributes of the deity
and was regarded with reverence and awe by the peo-
ple who believed him the earthly representative of
their god. He was cared for with the utmost solici-
tude and was entertained in the homes and at the
tables of the nobility during his year of preparation,
During the day he rested, but at night he went forth
on the highways with shield and javelin, resting upon
the stone seats or rushing along the roads accompa-
nied by attendants or pages. Later he was given four
beautiful virgins as companions, and his last days
were a round of continuous feasting and pleasure,
Upon the day appointed for the sacrifice he bade his
girl companions a fond farewell, was carried up the
steps of the pyramid, and was sacrificed upon the
altar.
Another important Aztec god was Huitzilopochtli,
the war-god. According to Aztecan mythology this
god was the son of a pious widow, Coatlicue, who
afterward became a goddess herself. The myth re-
lates that while she was praying on a mountain a